




















































































 
 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

***** 

LOK SABHA 

STARRED QUESTION NO. *338 

TO BE ANSWERED ON FRIDAY, THE 11th August 2023 

OPERATIONAL FAST TRACK COURTS 

*338. COL. RAJYAVARDHAN RATHORE: 

Will the Minister of Law and Justice be pleased to state: 

(a)  the details of recent data related to the project for setting up of Fast Track Courts 
(FTCs), the quick disposal of cases thereby and the average  performance of the 
operational FTCs out of their total recommended number specifically in the State of 
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh along with the reasons for delays, if any, in setting up of 
recommended and more number of FTCs therein; 
 

(b) the share of funds allocated to the States of Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh as envisaged 
in the recent Finance Commission; 
 

(c) the steps taken for setting up Nyaya Mitras in the said States and strict monitoring 
mechanism for time-bound disposal of cases by the FTCs to 
prevent backlog of cases; 
 

(d) the State-wise progress report of the Nyaya Bandhu programme under the Pro bono 
Legal Services scheme; and 
 

(e) the reasons for not setting up Live streaming mechanism in the High Courts in 
different States including Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh to bring more transparency in 
court proceedings? 

ANSWER 
 

MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) OF THE MINISTRY OF LAW 
AND JUSTICE; MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY 

AFFAIRS; AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE 
(SHRI ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL) 

 
(a) to (e) : A statement is laid on the Table of the House. 



STATEMENT REFFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) to (e) OF THE LOK 

SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. 338 FOR THE 11th AUGUST 2023 REGARDING 

‘OPERATIONAL FAST TRACK COURTS’ 

(a) & (b): Fast Track Courts 

Setting up of Fast Track Courts (FTCs) and allocation of funds lies within the domain 

of the State Governments who set up such courts as per their need and resources, in 

consultation with the respective High Courts. The 14th Finance Commission (2015-2020) 

had recommended the setting up of 1800 FTCs for disposal of long pending cases 

pertaining to women, children, senior citizen, disabled persons, persons infected with 

terminal ailments etc. and property related cases pending for more than 5 years. It had 

urged State Governments to utilize enhanced fiscal space available through increased tax 

devolution (32% to 42%) for this purpose. As per information received from High 

Courts,there are 843 Fast Track Courts operational as on 30th June 2023.  

The details of disposal of cases by these FTCs are as under: 

2020 2021 2022 2023 (up to 30thJune, 

2023) 

Total 

2,39,956 4,05,168 5,33,229 6,53,699 18,32,052 

 

 Information on funds allocated by the individual States from their State Budget 

for functioning of FTCs is not maintained centrally. The performance of the Fast Track 

Courts is monitored by the respective High Courts. 

  The status of FTCs operational in Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh is as under: 

State No. of FTCs 

operational 

Number of cases disposed of 

2020 2021 2022 2023(up to 

30thJune, 

2023) 

Total 

Rajasthan Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 

Chhattisgarh 23 2877 5324 4158 1519 13878 

 

In addition to Fast Track Courts (FTCs), the Department of Justice is 

implementing a scheme for setting up 1023 Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs) including 

389 exclusive POCSO Courts for expeditious trial and disposal of cases related to rape 

and the POCSO Act. As per information received from High Courts, the number of 



functional FTSCs State/UT-wise as on 30th June, 2023, is given in Annexure-I which 

includes 45 FTSCs including 30 ePOCSO courts for Rajasthan and 15 FTSCs including 

11 ePOCSOcourts for Chhattisgarh. Information regarding release of Central Share to 

Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh during 2020-21 to 2023-24 (up to June, 2023) is given in 

Annexure-II. 

For efficient implementation of the scheme, the Department of Justice is conducting 

regular review meetings through Video Conferencing with the State Governments and High 

Court officials. Letters have been written by the Minister of Law & Justice to the Chief Ministers 

of the States/UTs and Chief Justices of High Courts for operationalization of the remaining 

FTSCs.  

To ensure effective monitoring and data collection, a Dashboard has been created to 

gather detailed information and track the performance of the FTSCs. The performance of FTSCs 

is also a permanent item on the agenda of Inter-State Zonal Council Meetings.  

(c)  Nyaya Mitra  

 Department of Justice launched Nyaya Mitra programme in April, 2017 with the 

objective to reduce pendency of cases in the Courts. It aimed to facilitate disposal of 10 to 15 

years old cases which included civil cases such as matrimonial, accident claim cases and also 

criminal cases pending in High Courts and Subordinate Courts. Since the introduction of Nyaya 

Mitra programme, a total of 39 Nyaya Mitras were positioned in various district courts of the 

States of Assam, Bihar, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh and West 

Bengal. No Nyaya Mitra could be engaged during the year 2020-2021 due to closure of courts 

and social distancing protocols caused by Covid-19 pandemic. 

In the financial year 2021-2022, the Nyaya Mitra program was reviewed and evaluated. 

Based on the recommendations and considering its implementation related issues, it was 

observed that Nyaya Mitra programme could not achieve its envisaged goal of facilitating 

disposal of old pending cases. Hence, it has been decided to not continue Nyaya Mitra 

programme during the financial year 2023-2024.  

(d)  Nyaya Bandhu  

The Government launched Nyaya Bandhu (Pro Bono Legal Services) in the year 

2017 with the overarching vision to advance the culture of pro bono. The Nyaya Bandhu 

service aims to connect the persons entitled for free legal aid under Section 12 of the Legal 

Services Authority Act, 1987. As on 31st July, 2023, 10298 Pro Bono advocates have registered 

for the scheme across the country through 27 States/UT Bar Councils. Data related to pro bono 



advocates are maintained State Bar Council-wise (Annexure- ‘III’). So far, 1882 beneficiaries 

have registered on the Nyaya Bandhu mobile application for availing the service of a pro bono 

lawyer (Annexure- ‘IV’) 

As part of the Nyaya Bandhu programme, Department of Justice initiated a new sub-

module called Pro Bono Club Scheme in 2020.The Scheme aims to instill in young legal minds 

the culture of pro bono legal services.  Since 2020, Pro Bono clubs have been constituted in 89 

Law schools. There is a standard operating procedure (SOP) for conducting various activities 

under Pro Bono Clubs being run by these Law Schools. It broadly covers providing pro bono 

litigation assistance to lawyers, dedicating certain number of hours for the pro bono services 

throughout the year, conducting community legal awareness camps in the nearby villages, 

undertaking research and documentation work and promoting alternative dispute resolution 

mechanism etc. 

(e) Live streaming of courtcases 

Live streaming of court proceedings is an administrative matter which falls  within the 

purview and domain of the judiciary and Central Government has no direct role in this matter. 

However, Live Streaming of court proceedings has been started in High Courts of Gujarat, 

Gauhati, Orissa, Karnataka, Jharkhand, Patna, Madhya Pradesh & Constitutional Bench of 

Hon’ble Supreme Court of India thus allowing lawyers, litigants and other related parties to join 

the proceedings virtually. 



 

Annexure-I 

 

Statement as referred to in reply to part (a) of  Lok Sabha Starred Question  
No. 338 for answering on 11.08.2023 raised by COL. RAJYAVARDHAN  

RATHORE, Hon’ble MP on ‘Operational Fast Track Courts’ 
State-wise details of Fast Track Special Courts (as on 30.06.2023) 

Sl. No.  State/UT 

Earmarked Courts  Functional Courts  Cumulative Disposal since the 
inception of the Scheme  

FTSCs 
including 
ePOCSO 

ePOCSO 
FTSCs 

including 
ePOCSO 

ePOCSO FTSCs  ePOCSO Total  

1 Chhattisgarh 15 11 15 11 566 3053 3619 
2 Gujarat 35 24 35 24 1680 6775 8455 
3 Mizoram 3 1 3 1 98 34 132 
4 Nagaland 1 0 1 0 48 3 51 
5 Jharkhand 22 8 22 16 1702 3135 4837 
6 Madhya Pradesh 67 26 67 57 2933 16484 19417 
7 Manipur 2 0 2 0 96 0 96 
8 Haryana 16 12 16 12 1125 3084 4209 
9 Chandigarh 1 0 1 0 174 0 174 

10 Rajasthan 45 26 45 30 3239 7290 10529 
11 Tamil Nadu 14 14 14 14 0 5316 5316 
12 Tripura 3 1 3 1 116 137 253 
13 Uttar Pradesh 218 74 218 74 23783 21767 45550 
14 Uttarakhand 4 4 4 0 1164 0 1164 
15 Delhi 16 11 16 11 351 722 1073 
16 Meghalaya 5 5 5 5 0 299 299 
17 J&K 4 0 4 2 63 63 126 
18 Punjab 12 2 12 3 1247 1521 2768 
19 Himachal P 6 3 6 3 200 586 786 
20 Karnataka 31 17 31 17 2114 4927 7041 
21 Telangana 36 10 36 0 4182 2731 6913 
22 Puducherry 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 
23 Andhra Pradesh 18 8 16 16 0 2897 2897 
24 Assam 27 15 17 17 0 3783 3783 
25 Bihar 54 30 46 46 0 7835 7835 
26 Goa 2 0 1 1 0 30 30 
27 Kerala 56 14 53 14 9247 4142 13389 
28 Maharashtra 138 30 34 13 5948 9207 15155 
29 Odisha 45 22 39 23 2898 5654 8552 
  TOTAL 1023     389 763 412 62974 111475 174449 



Annexure-II 

 

Statement as referred to in reply to part (b) of  Lok Sabha Starred Question No. 338 for answering on 
11.08.2023 raised by COL.RAJYAVARDHAN RATHORE, Hon’ble  MP on ‘Operational Fast Track 

Courts’ 
Amount released towards Fast Track Special Courts (FTSC) 

(Rs. in Crore) 

 

Sl.No. States/UTs 
Amount 

released in 
FY 2019-20 

Amount 
released in 
FY 2020-21 

Amount 
released in 
FY 2021-22 

Amount 
released in 
FY 2022-23 

Amount 
released in FY 
2023-24 (up to  

June, 2023) 

1. Chhattisgarh 3.375 3.375 4.259 3.93 1.488375 

2. Rajasthan 5.85 14.4 19.745 11.895 13.83263 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annexure-III 

Statement as referred to in reply to part (d) of  Lok Sabha Starred Question No. 338 for 
answering on 11.08.2023 raised by COL.RAJYAVARDHAN RATHORE Hon’ble MP on 

‘Operational Fast Track Courts’ 
A State/UT Bar Council-wise Statement containing number of advocates registered for 

Nyaya Bandhu scheme across the country 

 (2017-2023) 

Sl.No. State/UT Bar Councils No. of Advocates  

1 Andhra Pradesh 651 

2 
Assam, Nagaland, Mizoram, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim 

 

264 

3 Bihar 594 

4 Chhattisgarh 340 

5 Delhi 827 

6 Gujarat 188 

7 Himachal Pradesh 382 

8 Jammu & Kashmir 144 

9 Jharkhand 329 

10 Karnataka 284 

11 Kerala 147 

12 Madhya Pradesh 608 

13 Maharashtra & Goa 535 

14 Manipur 55 

15 Meghalaya 48 

16 Odisha 283 

17 Punjab & Haryana 1960 

18 Rajasthan 1116 



19 Tamil Nadu 369 

20 Telangana 185 

21 Tripura 6 

22 Uttar Pradesh 651 

23 Uttarakhand 154 

24 West Bengal 157 

25 Andaman & Nicobar Islands 15 

26 Dadra & Nagar Haveli 1 

27 Daman & Diu 5 

  Grand Total 10298 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annexure-IV 

Statement as referred to in reply to part (d) of Lok Sabha Starred Question No. 338 for 
answering on 11.08.2023 raised by COL.RAJYAVARDHAN RATHORE Hon’ble MP on 

‘Operational Fast Track Courts’ 
A State/UT- wise Statement containing number of beneficiaries registered for Nyaya Bandhu 

scheme across the country 
(2017-2023) 

Sl. No. States/UTs No. of Beneficiaries 
1 Andaman & Nicobar Islands  4 
2 Andhra Pradesh 94 
3 Assam  16 
4 Bihar 95 
5 Chandigarh  7 
6 Chhattisgarh 23 
7 Delhi 146 
8 Goa  4 
9 Gujarat 53 

10 Haryana  54 
11 Himachal Pradesh 8 
12 Jammu & Kashmir 7 
13 Jharkhand 43 
14 Karnataka 77 
15 Kerala  16 
16 Madhya Pradesh 65 
17 Maharashtra  352 
18 Manipur 10 
19 Odisha 113 
20 Puducherry 1 
21 Punjab  29 
22 Rajasthan 56 
23 Sikkim  3 
24 Tamil Nadu  32 
25 Telangana 87 
26 Tripura  4 
27 Uttar Pradesh 285 
28 Uttarakhand 24 
29 West Bengal  171 
30 Nagaland  1 
31 Mizoram  1 
32 Arunachal Pradesh  0 
33 Lakshadweep 0 
34 Dadra & Nagar Haveli 0 
35 Daman & Diu  0 
36 Meghalaya  1 
  Total 1882 

 



  GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

 
LOK SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2887 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 17.3.2023 

 
"CASES UNDER POCSO ACT" 

  
2887: SHRI L.S. TEJASVI SURYA: 
  

Will the Minister of WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

a. The number of cases registered under the POCSO Act along with the number of cases 
under investigation/sub-judice during the last three years in the country, State-wise; 

b. The measures being taken by the Government to prevent such cases; 
c. The average time for the order or dismissal in such cases during the last three years; and 
d. The number of pending cases which are yet to come for trial and the measures taken to 

clear the pendency of the trials under the POCSO Act? 

 
ANSWER 

 
MINISTER OF WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

(SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI) 
 

(a) to (d): As per the data received from National Crime Records Bureau, State/UT-wise Cases 
Registered (CR), Cases Charge sheeted (CCS), Cases Pending Investigation at the end of the 
year (CPIEY), Cases Sent for Trial (CST), Cases in which Trials Completed (CTC) and Cases 
Pending Trial at the end of the year (CPTEY) under The Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act during 2019-2021 is at Annexure-I. 
 
          The Government of India has enacted the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act, 2012 to provide safeguards for children against sexual abuse. The Act defines 
a child as any person below the age of 18 years. The POCSO Act, 2012 provides for 
establishment of Special Courts for the purpose of ensuring speedy trial. The Act was amended 
in 2019 to introduce more stringent punishment including death penalty for committing sexual 
crimes on children, with a view to deter the perpetrators & prevent such crimes against children. 

                As per the information received from Department of Justice, the Fast Track Special 
Courts (FTSCs) Scheme was started to set up 1023 FTSCs for speedy disposal of rape and 
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act cases with effect from 2nd Oct 
2019. As on 31/1/2023, 764 FTSCs, including 411 exclusive POCSO (e-POCSO) Courts are 
functional in 28 States/UTs, which have disposed more than 1,44,000 cases and more than 
1,98,000 cases are still pending under these FTSCs. 
           Regular review meetings have been conducted by the Department of Justice to expedite 
the robust implementation of the scheme including establishment of remaining FTSCs.  
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF LAW & JUSTICE 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 

RAJYA SABHA  
 

STARRED QUESTION NO.*175 
 

ANSWERED ON 16.03.2023 
 

Delays in disposal of POCSO cases 
 

*175. DR. L. HANUMANTHAIAH. 
 

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state: 
 

(a) Whether it is a fact that there is an insurmountable pendency of cases in 

POCSO courts since 2020; 

(b) If so, the details thereof and reasons for the considerable delay in disposal of 

POCSO cases; 

(c) The details of steps taken by Government to increase the number of 

exclusive POCSO courts to expedite disposal of such cases; and 

(d) The steps taken by Government to conduct virtual hearings in POCSO 

cases? 

 
ANSWER 

MINISTER OF LAW & JUSTICE 
(SHRI KIREN RIJIJU) 

 
 
(a) to (d): A Statement is laid on the Table of the House. 
 



2 
 

STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) TO (d) OF THE 

RAJYA SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. *175FOR THE 16th MARCH, 

2023 REGARDING ‘DELAYS IN DISPOSAL OF POCSO CASES’ 

 
(a) & (b):  The State/UT wise pending POCSO Act cases since 2020, as intimated 

by the National Crime Record Bureau (NCRB) and High Courts, is given at 

Annexure. The disposal of pending cases in the Courts including POCSO cases, 

lies exclusively within the domain of the judiciary. Pendency of court cases is a 

multi-faceted problem. Due to the increase in the population of the country and 

awareness of their rights amongst the public, filing of fresh cases is also increasing 

with leaps and bounds year after year. There are several reasons for large pendency 

of cases in the courts which, inter-alia, include paucity of judges and judicial 

officers, supporting court staff and physical infrastructure, frequent adjournments 

and lack of adequate arrangement to monitor, track and bunch cases for hearing, 

complexity of facts involved, nature of evidence, co-operation of stake holders viz. 

bar, investigation agencies, witnesses and litigants and proper application of rules 

and procedures. In case of pendency of criminal cases including POCSO Cases  , 

the Criminal Justice System functions on assistance by various agencies viz. 

Police, Prosecution, Forensic Labs, Handwriting Experts and Medico-Legal 

Experts. Delay in providing assistance by allied agencies also causes delay in 

disposal of cases.  
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(c):       The Government has taken several initiatives to provide suitable 

environment for expeditious disposal of cases by the judiciary. Central 

Government started the National Mission for Justice Delivery and Legal Reforms 

in August, 2011 with the twin objectives of increasing access by reducing delays 

and arrears in the system and enhancing accountability through structural changes 

and by setting performance standards and capacities. The Mission has been 

pursuing a coordinated approach for phased liquidation of arrears and pendency in 

judicial administration, which, inter-alia, involves better infrastructure for courts, 

including computerization, an increase in strength of subordinate judiciary, policy 

and legislative measures in the areas prone to excessive litigation, re-engineering 

of court procedure for quick disposal of cases and emphasis on human resource 

development. Further, the Central Government has enacted The Criminal Law 

(Amendment) Act, 2018 making the punishment for offences like rape more 

stringent by including death penalty for rape of a girl below the age of 12 years. 

The Act also, inter-alia, mandates completion of investigation and trials within 2 

months each. Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in Suo Moto 1/2019 dated 25.7.2019 

directed “in each district of the country, if there are more than 100 cases under the 

POCSO Act, an exclusive/designated special Court will be set up, which will try 

no other offence except those under the POCSO Act”. 389 districts were identified 

across the Country where more than 100 POCSO Act cases were pending as on 

30.06.2019.  Accordingly, in pursuance to the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 

2018, Union of India Started a Centrally Sponsored Scheme in October 2019 for 
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setting up of 1023 Fast Track Special Court (FTSC) out of which 389 exclusive 

POCSO (e-POCSO) Courts were earmarked for expeditious disposal of cases 

related to Rape and POCSO Act. The Central Share of the Scheme is funded from 

Nirbhaya Fund. The scheme which was initially for one year, has been extended up 

to 31.03.2023. As per information provided by the High Courts, 764 FTSCs with   

411 e- POCSO Courts are functional in 28 States/UTs. The e-POCSO Courts have 

disposed 92,226 cases while 1,30,966 cases are still pending in these e-POCSO 

Courts as on 31st January, 2023. For further extension of the scheme beyond 

31.03.2023 aThird Party Evaluation by Indian Institute of Public Administration 

(IIPA) has been undertaken which has inter-alia recommended for continuation of 

the scheme. 

(d):Under eCourts Phase-II, Government of India has released Rs.111.29 Crore for 

installation of Video Conferencing equipment in courts and jails.VC facilities have 

been provided to 3240 court complexes and 1272 jails. One video conference 

equipment each has been provided to all Court Complexes including taluk level 

courts and additionally funds have been sanctioned for additional VC equipment 

for 14,443 court rooms. All VC facilities are available for POCSO courts also. To 

bring about uniformity and standardization in the conduct of VC, an overarching 

order was passed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India on 6th April 2020 which 

gave legal sanctity and validity to the court hearings done through VC. Further, VC 
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rules were framed by a 5-judge committee which was circulated to all the High 

Courts for adoption after local contextualization. 

*** 
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Annexure for reply to Rajya Sabha Starred Question No. 175 for answer on 16.03.2023 

Details of Pending POCSO Cases  

S.No State/UTs December 
2020 

 

December 
2021 

December 
2022 

January 2023 

1.  Andhra Pradesh 1863 2295 7245 8137 
2.  A & N island 384 381 0 0 
3.  Arunachal Pradesh 70 96 318 395 
4.  Assam 4720 5988 6908 6875 
5.  Bihar 4853 6117 15585 15594 
6.  Chandigarh 8 5 158 158 
7.  Chhattisgarh 6231 7617 5452 5332 
8.  D&N Haveli NA NA 43 39 
9.  Delhi 9981 11489 9115 9108 
10.  Diu & Daman 89 98 43 44 
11.  Goa 7 8 63 62 
12.  Gujarat 10731 12647 7846 3043 
13.  Haryana 4255 5228 4776 4688 
14.  Himachal Pradesh 62 66 426 417 
15.  Jammu & Kashmir 242 478 653 644 
16.  Jharkhand 1398 1848 4403 4408 
17.  Karnataka 8568 10027 1027 919 
18.  Kerala 5564 7724 3428 3381 
19.  Ladakh 1 1 4 4 
20.  Lakshadweep 29 46 0 0 
21.  Madhya Pradesh 13805 16760 10474 10066 
22.  Maharashtra 30530 34879 32988 33072 
23.  Manipur 241 300 100 103 
24.  Meghalaya 1158 1454 1511 1531 
25.  Mizoram 436 505 275 276 
26.  Nagaland 69 94 0 0 
27.  Odisha 6661 8608 11952 11940 
28.  Puducherry 209 312 245 244 
29.  Punjab 1154 1514 2308 2250 
30.  Rajasthan 2942 3133 8780 8921 
31.  Sikkim 274 325 284 284 
32.  Tamil Nadu 7293 9539 9610 9753 
33.  Telangana 5267 6828 10589 10605 
34.  Tripura 759 832 397 406 
35.  Uttar Pradesh 28199 32720 67615 67153 
36.  Uttarakhand 1434 2027 1214 1221 
37.  West Bengal 10784 13045 21931 22164 

Total 170271 205034 247766 243237 
 

 NA-Not Available 



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

 
LOK SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1526 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 10.02.2023 

           
 ACQUITTAL UNDER POCSO ACT 

  
1526.  SHRI VENKATESH NETHA BORLAKUNTA: 

DR. G. RANJITH REDDY:: 
  

Will the Minister of WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 
  
(a)  The details of offences committed under POCSO Act since 2014, State-wise 

and year-wise; 
(b)  Whether it is true that acquittal under POCSO Act is high and the conviction 

has never crossed 38 per cent since 2014; 
(c)  If so, the reasons therefor; and 
(d)  The remedial measures proposed to be taken by the Government to increase 

the conviction rate? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

MINISTER OF WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
(SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI) 

 
(a) to (c): As per the data received from National Crime Records Bureau, State/UT-
wise Cases Registered (CR), Cases Chargesheeted (CCS), Cases Convicted (CON), 
Cases Acquitted (CAQ), Conviction Rate (CVR), Persons Arrested (PAR), Persons 
Chargesheeted (PCS), Persons Convicted (PCV) and Persons Acquitted (PAQ) under 
Total Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act during  2014-2021 is at 
Annexure-I. 
 
(d):   The Government of India has enacted the Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 to provide safeguards for children against sexual abuse. 
The act defines a child as any person below the age of 18 years. The POCSO Act 
2012 provides for establishment of Special Courts for the purpose of ensuring speedy 
trial. The Act was amended in 2019 to introduce more stringent punishment including 
death penalty for committing sexual crimes on children, with a view to deter the 
perpetrators & prevent such crimes against children 
          

Further as per the information received from Department of Justice, to bring 
more stringent provisions and expeditious trial and disposal of such cases, the Central 
Government has enacted “The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018” which led to the 
establishment of the Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs). The FTSC Scheme was 
started to set up 1023 Fast Track Special Courts for speedy disposal of rape and 
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO) Act cases with effect from 



2nd Oct 2019. The Scheme was for a period of one year spread over two Financial 
Years 2019-20 and 2020-21. However, Cabinet has approved the continuation of the 
scheme for further 2 years, up to March 2023. As on 31/12/2022, 768 FTSCs including 
418 exclusive POCSO Courts are functional in 28 States/UTs which have disposed 
more than 137000 cases and more than 198000 cases still pending under these 
FTSCs.  
          

 As informed by Department of Justice, the Third Party Evaluation of the 
Scheme was undertaken by National Productivity Council (NPC) which submitted its 
report in December 2020. It was observed in the report that 5.54% of regular court 
cases, 7.21 % of FTSCs cases and 17.64% of exclusive POCSO cases reported 
conviction. 
  

***** 
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